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DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION

This question is based on the accompanying documents (1-6). It is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents. Some of the documents have been edited for the purpose of the question. As you analyze the documents, take into account both the source of each document and any point of view that may be presented in the document.


Historical Context:

The United States was involved in slavery even before it was a nation. From the 1600’s until 1865 when the 13th Amendment outlawing slavery was passed, people could be legally enslaved. Hundreds of thousands of human beings were transported by means of the Triangular Trade routes. In the mid-1800’s, people who were enslaved began using a series of secret routes, called the Underground Railroad, to escape to freedom.

Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of American history, answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the questions will help your write the Part B essay, in which you will be asked to:
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In developing your answer to Part B, be sure to keep this general definition in mind:

Discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and argument; the present in some detail”
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Part A

Short-Answer Questions
Directions: 
Analyze the documents and answer the short-answer questions that follow each 

document in the space provided.

Document 1

The following letter was written by Samuel R. Ward, an African American who toured as a speaker for the New York Anti Slavery Society until he was forced to flee to Canada in 1851 for his involvement in the rescue of a fugitive slave.

Abridged excerpt from November 5, 1851, Voice of the Fugitive, published by Henry Bibb.


Document 2

Directions: Analyze the document, a translation from a reward poster, posted in French in Montreal for the return of an escaped person from Willsborough, New York, and answer the questions below. 



2a  According to this document, what was one method slave owners employed to get back a person they had enslaved?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2b  Where did the slave owner, William Gilliland, believe Freeland and Ireland had gone?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2c  Why did enslaved people flee northward?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 3

Directions: Analyze the document, a map of Northeast New York and Vermont, and answer the questions below.







Document 4

Directions: Analyze the document, an excerpt from one of the abolitionists who helped slaves escape through Northern New York, and then answer the question below.


...Samuel Keese was the head of the depot [a series of safe homes in the Underground Railroad system] in Peru. His son John Keese, myself and Wendell Lansing at Keeseville were actors [participants in the Underground Railroad]. I had large buildings and concealed the negroes in them. I kept them, fed them, often gave them shoes and clothing. I presume I have spent a thousand dollars for them in one way and another. There were stations at Albany, Troy Glens Falls and then here in Peru. The Negroes would come through the woods and be nearly famished. I kept them and fed them for one or two days and then ran them along to Nodiah Moore’s in Champlain. Mr. Keese kept fast horses. Nodiah Moore was a philanthropist. He first came to the union and stirred us up to work in the Anti Slavery cause. His place was a station in the U.G.R.R. in Champlain about seven miles from Canada. He went with the Negroes to Canada and looked out places for them to work.

In Recollections of Stephen Keese Smith as told to Dr. D.S. Kellogg on June 3, 1887.


Document 5

Directions: Analyze the song, Follow the Drinking Gourd, and answer the question below.
Follow The Drinking Gourd 

When the sun goes back 

and the first quail calls

Follow the drinking gourd

The old man is a-waitin' for

to carry you to freedom

Follow the drinking gourd

Chorus

Follow the drinking gourd,

follow the drinking gourd

For the old man is a-waitin'

to carry you to freedom

Follow the drinking gourd

The river bed makes a mighty fine road,

Dead trees to show you the way

And it's left foot, peg foot, traveling on

Follow the drinking gourd

The river ends between two hills

Follow the drinking gourd

There's another river on the other side

Follow the drinking gourd

Document 6
Directions: Analyze the newspaper article and answer the questions below.

Pleasant  Valley, Vt. Aug 8th ‘54

...The underground railroad keeps in successful cooperation in Vermont. A short time ago, a young woman from eastern Maryland, passed on to Canada via St. Albans, and Rouse point; her escape and adventure were full of interesting incidents. Of her history, quite an interesting little narrative might be written.--On Tuesday night last, a young man, four weeks out of slavery, from Richmond, Virginia, stopped at my house on his way to the land of Freedom. During the last winter, spring, and this summer, we have had companies of two and four at a time, arriving at St. Albans, and leaving for Canada. In no instance do our citizens let them lack for substantial means for their comfort. And such is the feeling of that whole community, a kidnapper would endanger his life to attempt an arrest. “Resistance to tyrants is obedience to God,” is the motto of all. 

Yours, as ever, J.W. LEWIS

Frederick Douglass’ Paper August 25, 1854


Part B

Essay

Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs, and a conclusion. Use evidence from at least four documents in your essay. Support your response with relevant facts, examples, and details. Include additional outside information.

Historical Context:

Task:

Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of social studies, write an essay in which you:



Guidelines:



In your essay, be sure to:

· Develop all aspects of the task

· Incorporate information from at least four documents

· Incorporate relevant outside information

· Support the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details

· Use a logical and clear plan of organization, including an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Discuss the problems that enslaved people faced while trying to get to freedom.





Explain how some people living in Northeast New York and Vermont responded in a positive way to the escaping slaves.





NOTE: The rubric (scoring criteria) for this essay appears on the next page.











SOURCE: New York State Education Department, � HYPERLINK "http://emsc33.nysed.gov/osa/elintsocst.html" ��http://emsc33.nysed.gov/osa/elintsocst.html�














		


		





DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION


GENERIC SCORING RUBRIC








Score of 5:


Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth.


Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information)


Incorporates relevant information from at least ___ documents


Incorporates substantial relevant outside information


Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details.


Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme





Score of 4:


Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly


Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information)


Incorporates relevant information from at least ___ documents


Incorporates relevant outside information


Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details


Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme





Score of 3:


Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops most aspects of the task in some depth


Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze, and/or evaluate information)


Incorporates limited relevant outside information


Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies


Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a restatement of the theme





Score of 2:


Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops some of the task in depth


Is primarily descriptive, may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis


Incorporates limited relevant information from the documents or consists primarily of relevant information copied from the documents.


Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies


Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion





Score of 1:


Minimally develops some aspects of the task


Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis


Makes vague, unclear references to the documents or consists primarily of relevant and irrelevant information copied from the documents


Presents no relevant outside information


Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies


May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or conclusion.





Score of 0:


Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples, or details; OR includes only the historical context and/or task as copied from the test booklet; OR includes only entire documents copied from the test booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper





Beauharnois, Canada, Oct. 16,





Dear Bibb, –


   ...I am, like yourself, a refugee. President Fillmore has issued orders for the “arrest of all, without distinction of persons, who were engaged in, or directly or indirectly aided in, or encouraged” the rescue of poor Jerry. I have come to Canada, and I am now on my way from Montreal to your part of the Province, making, or intending to make, Toronto my headquarters for the winter.


   I do not, of course, find Canada free from Negrophobia. As an instance of Canadian Negro hate, I took passage today, at Lachine, for Kingston. I could get a cabin passage, on the steamer St Lawrence, which carries Her Majesty's Mail, upon no terms whatever! Mr. Kelly, the Purser, declared that there was no room for me. There were half-a-dozen stateroom keys, uncalled for, in the office at the time! And the cabin saloon was much less crowded than was the deck. I concluded to sail but a short distance upon the infernal craft, but I could not have a cabin passage for over three hours! I therefore staid at this point, running the risk of finding a better chance in some other boat this evening. On Lake Champlain, the Francis Saultus gave me a cabin passage without hesitancy. The same is true on the Hudson River.  But the St Lawrence... compels a black man to take a deck passage – or none. The boast of Englishmen, of their freedom from social negrophobia, is about as empty as the Yankee boast of democracy. I believe that a universal agitation, by the press and the tongue, in church and at the polls, will rid our beloved adopted country of this infernal curse. God forgive me when I shall refuse or neglect to do my humble part in this agitation!...


                                  Yours in exile and in hope,


                                                      


                            		         S.R. Ward.








1a) According to this document, what was one example of prejudice that Mr. Ward encountered?





________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________





A D V E R T I S E M E N T S.


SIX DOLLARS REWARD,





To any Person or Persons who shall discover and secure the following Persons, who absconded on Sunday Night the 18th Instant, from their Master the Subscriber, residing in Willsborough, Lake Champlain.





	FRANCIS FREELAND, a bound Servant, suppos’d to be about 16, tho’ small of his Age, remarkable for the Number of Masters he has served, having lived with almost every Stave-Cutter on the lake, and Mr. Charles Hay, of Quebec; speaks English and French fluently: Took with him two Pair of Tow Cloth, Trousers, two Shirts of the fame, almoft new, and one old red Coat.





	IRELAND, a Negro Man, aged about 28 Years, a straight well-made likely Fellow, about 5 Feet 6 or 7 Inches high, speaks English tolerably plain, but no other Language, except that of his native Country, Guinea; as he has liv’d with me, without any Appearance of Discontent, for upwards of 13 Years, it is supposed he has been seduced by the little Fellow that is gone off with him, and who is well known to many in Canada for his Villany.


--For the above Reward, or Half of it for either, apply to Moses Hazen, Esq; at St. John’s, Mr. John M’Cord, Merchant in Quebec, Mr. Thomas M’Cord, Merchant in Montreal, or to WILLIAM GILLILAND.	Willsborough, 20th Aug., 1771,
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3a. From Albany, two of the Underground Railroad routes followed waterways. What are two reasonable explanations for this?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








3b. Why did the people have Montreal as a destination?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








4a) What were three things that Stephen Keese Smith did to assist the fugitive slaves?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








5a) In the slave code song, Follow the Drinking Gourd, the drinking gourd refers to the constellation the Big Dipper, instructing people to follow the North Star. What is another reference that would help them find freedom?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





6a) What does the quote mean that author, J.W. Lewis, uses at the end of his article?


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________





6b) Who is the “all” referred to by J.W. Lewis?


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________





Discuss the problems that enslaved people faced while trying to get to freedom.





Explain how some people living in Northeast New York and Vermont responded in a positive way to the escaping slaves.








