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"The Little Known History of the Ku Klux Klan in the Northeast 
During the 1920s" 

Mark Richard 

During the 1920s, the Ku Klux Klan became a large social movement, drawing millions of 
women and men from across the United States into its ranks. While recent scholarship has 
emphasized the Klan’s role as a social or civic organization of ordinary citizens trying to effect 
change in their communities, the KKK’s confrontations with French-Canadian descendants in the 
northeastern United States undermine this interpretation.  This talk will examine the little-known 
history of the Ku Klux Klan and its opposition in the Northeast during the twenties. 

Mark Richard, SUNY Plattsburgh professor. 

Friday, June 19 at 7 pm  

 
 

"One Man Defends Slavery" 
Paul Reese 

 
Many Northerners supported slavery. Simeon Brownson, a modest Madison County New York 
farmer, fought to maintain his position in the local Baptist church in spite of his refusal to 
support the “ultra” abolition position advocated by his neighbor and wealthy abolitionist Gerrit 
Smith.  This talk will lend insight into the personal struggle over slavery that was playing out on 
a national level in the evangelical churches of the nation  15 years before the first shots of the 
Civil War were fired. 
 
Paul Reese has researched and written on Brownson and the anti-slavery debate. 
 
Sunday, July 12 at 5 pm 
 



 
 
 
 

"African Americans of Clinton County" 
Helen Nerska 

 
Most times, but not always, Clinton County citizens have shown respect for the civil rights of 
African Americans. Our area was not unique in its ups and downs and some citizens stand out for 
their commitment to civil rights, long before it was legislated.  Helen Nerska, Clinton County 
Historical Association President and a descendant of both an early County slaveholder and 
another who signed an abolitionist petition, presents her research on different segments of Black 
History in Clinton County from the early settlers to the Civil War era. 
 
 Sunday, Aug. 9 at 5 pm 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

All programs at the Peru Free Library, Rt. 22, Peru, N.Y. 
 

Free admission 
 
 

 

 

 


